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Newsletter 27th January 2023 
 
Dear parents and carers 
  
It was lovely to see so many parents and carers enjoying 
a book with their child, during the second part of our 
phonics/reading workshops for R and KS1 this fortnight. 
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend – we 
hope you found it enjoyable and informative. For those 
who were unable to join us, the presentation will be 
available on Google Classrooms and the website. 
  
Reading with your child every day is one of the single 
most important activities that you can do to support 
your child’s academic progress. Whether your child 
reads to you, you read to them or you read together, it 
is vital that this is a positive, enjoyable time that your 
child looks forward to. Snuggling up in bed to share a 
book together before bedtime is a great way to share 
quality time and both unwind at the end of the day. This 
is also a chance for sharing news or concerns that may 
get lost in the busyness of life. 
  
Please ask your child’s teacher if you have any questions 
about how to support your child 
at home. 
  
Happy reading! 
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher  

 
 
 

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 
 

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 

and make a positive contribution to the world. 
 

Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term is ASPIRE.  
 

In our learning community we aim high, keep learning 
and developing 

 

 
Staff Update 

 
Miss Evenden gave birth to a little girl last 

Tuesday, who she has called Evelyn Lily. 
 

Miss Morriss has decided not to return to Branfil after 
her maternity leave.  Miss Alpha will continue teaching 
4 Larch until the end of the school year. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Shelley Farrow is 
joining the office team. 

 
Twitter  
 
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see 
more about life at Branfil. 
 

Change to INSET days for 2023-24 
  
Havering have recently changed the term dates for 
next academic year to move in line with 
neighbouring boroughs; the new dates were shared 
with you towards the end of last term. This has 
necessitated a change of INSET days for us. Please 
note the following for the next academic year: 
·         4th & 5th September - as previously planned 
·         1st December - as previously planned 
·         4th & 5th January - instead of 8th January and 
          15th April, as previously notified. 
Sorry for any inconvenience caused. 
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Excellence of the Arts 
 
Last week’s award goes to the choir who represented 
Branfil so wonderfully in the "Young Voices" 
performance at the O2.  It was a truly fantastic show and 
a real treat to see all of the children having so much fun 
while singing.  Well done to Mrs Campbell, Miss Philpot 
and Mr Edwards for all of their hard work.  The children 
did you proud.  
 
This week’s Excellence in the Arts award goes to Stanley 
in Reception.  Stanley was nominated by Mrs Hanson for 
his imaginative model of a jet pack.  He used a variety of 
materials from his class' creative area and thought 
carefully about how to join them together to create a Jet 
Pack that could be used in his imaginative play.  Stanley 
had great fun zooming around the classroom while 
wearing it.  Excellent work! Mrs Tolan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phonics/Reading Workshops 
 
Mrs Hacker and Mrs Cullender 
would like to thank the 
parents/carers who attended 
the Phonics/Reading 
workshops. The children were 
so pleased that they had the 
opportunity to read with their 

parents or carers and put their phonetic skills into 
practice. If you could not attend the workshop, please be 
reassured that all information will be uploaded onto 
both Google Classroom and the school website for you 
to access. Thank you. 
 

Young Voices 2023! 

Last Thursday, the choir 

attended the Young Voices 

concert at the O2 arena.  They 

sang with 8,577 children, the 

Beatbox collective, Heather 

Small, Anna Phoebe & Urban 

Strides.  The children were a 

credit to Branfil, they had the 

best time and created memories 

they will treasure forever. Mrs Campbell, Miss Philpot, 

Mr Edwards, Mrs Galvin and Mrs Hanson were incredibly 

proud of the children and want to thank them for their 

impeccable behaviour and amazing energy and singing.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Traffic Surveys 

The Council will be carrying out traffic surveys at the end 
of January near to our school. This will give them an idea 
of the current levels of traffic and pedestrian movement 
so that they are able to make a realistic assessment on 
the traffic situation, both for now and in the future.   
Staff will have identification on them at all times.  

 
NSPCC 
 
Years 5 and 6 have participated in 
the NSPCC’s ‘Speak out. Stay safe’ 
online programme. It consisted of 
an online assembly, supporting 
classroom based activities and 
then a workshop. Thank you to 
the NSPCC volunteers for 
delivering such an informative 
and useful session. 
 



 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
Forest School Bug Hotel 

We have been really fortunate to have had a group of 
volunteers from Thames Chase helping us to develop our 
Forest School area over the past few months. The area is 
looking great and the children are enjoying having much 
more space to play, explore and spend time in nature. 
The Thames Chase volunteers have also built us a new 
bug hotel and helped to build two living willow 
structures. The willow wigwam and tunnel will continue 
to grow, providing areas of shade and shelter within the 
Forest School area, as well as providing us with willow 
that the children will be able to use to develop their craft 
and woodwork skills during their sessions.  The packs of 
willow for these structures were very kindly purchased 
for us by a parent, Mr Lui. A huge thank you to Mr Lui for 
this; the children are enjoying playing in them already! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted – Empty Plastic Bottles 500ml or Less 

On Monday 6th February our Eco Committee 
will be planting some trees in our Forest 
School area with some volunteers from 
Thames Chase. We need your help to collect 
lots of empty plastic bottles, up to 500 ml in 
size, to reuse these as cane protectors which 
will support the trees. If you have any empty 
bottles please rinse them out and send these 
into school with your child by the morning of 
Monday 6th February. The bottles will need to go to Mrs 
Ferguson in Reception Fir class.  

Thank you  

 

 

Year 5 & 6 Football  

On 19th January, the year 6 girls and boys football teams 
took part in a football tournament against other school 
in Havering.  Miss Bain and Mr Spittle were very proud 
of them all as they showed great team spirit and 
sportsmanship. Both teams scored great goals, 
defended well and got very muddy!  Well done to 
Antonio, Henry, Henry, Johnny, Max, Hunter, Jack, Noah, 
Amelia, Eliza, Evie, Molly, Phoebe, Lily and Amelie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3-4 Racket Pack  

On Monday, seven year 3 and 4 children went to 
Hornchurch Sports Centre to take part in a Racket Pack 
Festival.  At this festival, children took part in lots of 
activities based on the sport of Badminton and learnt the 
skills needed to be able to play a competitive game.  The 
children all enjoyed their time learning about a new 
sport and cannot wait to learn more about it in their PE 
lessons later in the year.  Well done to Amber, Lawson, 
Oliver, Octavia, Blake, George and Evie. 
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Year 6 Tag Rugby   

On Thursday, Mr Spittle 
and Mrs Daly took ten 
year 6 children to Noak 
Hill Sports Complex to 
take part in a very 
muddy Tag Rugby 
league against other 
Havering schools.  The 
team defended brilliantly, scored some outstanding tries 
and tagged tremendously.  The team were so successful 
that they have made it to the next round which will be 
played just before half term.  Well done to Lily, Evie, 
Amelia, Molly, Finley, Jack, Fletcher, Lee, Ben and 
Jenson. 

 
OPAL Bingo! 
 
Your child may have mentioned to you that we are 
running a competition for extra playtime amongst each 
Year group. The aim is for children to bring in – with your 
permission – items that you no longer use that can 
bolster our OPAL equipment and help to make playtimes 
even more successful! 
Please find attached at the back of the newsletter, the 
bingo card for each child’s Year group. The first class in 
each Year to (collectively) bring in each item on the card 
wins extra play! 
If you have none of these items, don’t worry – and 
certainly don’t go out buying new! 
Large items can be brought in and left by the new 
storage sheds, smaller items can go to classrooms. If 
someone in the class has already brought in an item that 
you have at home and no longer want, please send it in 
anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

School Holiday Meal 

Havering Council will once again be offering the School 
Holiday Meal Scheme to support families during the 
February school half-term. 

The scheme is part of the government’s Household 
Support Fund, and allows eligible families to apply for 
£15 per child to buy food to replace the meals their child 
would have received at school. 

Families that have previously received money for their 
child or children via the scheme and are still eligible, do 
not need to apply again, and will automatically receive 
the grant money directly into their designated account. 

Parents and carers should check the claims criteria on 
the Council’s website as they may now be eligible to 
make a claim for an additional child or if their 
circumstances have changed. 

Applications open at 9am on Monday 23 January and will 
close at 5pm on Friday 27 January.   

More 

Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed 

and you think you may be eligible for 

Free School Meals please see the link 

below to apply.  If your child is in R or 

KS1, you do not currently pay for school 

meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if 

you apply for free school meals.  If your child is in KS2, 

you would save a significant amount of money if your 

child is entitled to free school meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and 
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off 
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the 
school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details 
 

sQuid 

 

Please remember to regularly 

top up your sQuid account and 

keep it in credit. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMjAuNzAxMzIwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oYXZlcmluZy5nb3YudWsvbWVhbHN1cHBvcnQifQ.I2g892y_d_k2rDvfRagSGIFy6DlGo2MciQibo8sEBR0/s/571433994/br/153144526503-l
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
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Absent from School 

 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say your 

child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If you 

wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold 

on the line and your call will be answered.     

 
Attendance Information  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact with teachers 

 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact 
their child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
 
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 
 
 
Contacting the school 

Please be aware that if you contact the 
teachers during the school day they 
cannot be expected to read and respond 
to your email since they will be 
teaching.   The teachers may check their 

emails during their lunch break, however, this is not a 
school expectation and they will not always have time to 
reply.   

If you are emailing anything to do with attendance, e.g. 
illness or appointments, this must be sent 
to attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

If you are emailing regarding a different collection 
time or arrangement, only let the teachers know if you 
are able to inform them before 8am on the day.  After 
this time, please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
Please note, if the person collecting your child is on the 
pickup list you do not need to inform the school since 
they will be released to anyone on this list.  

Happy Birthday! 
 
Jensen, Halle, Freddy, Betty, 
Bethany, Artem, Reggie, Max, Evie 
(Ash), Evie (4L), Delilah, Stanley, 
Thomas, Archie, Amy, Miles, Teddy, 
Charlie, River, Skye, Sid and Lacey.  
 
 
 

Appointments should be made outside of school 
hours.  If it is not possible to arrange a medical 
appointment, including doctors, dentist, opticians 
or hospital appointments, outside the school day, 
please send a copy of your appointment by text or 
email to:  

 attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

This is necessary in order for the absence to be 
authorised.  Please email in advance of the 
appointment to ensure that the teacher is aware 
and your child/children are sent to the office ready 
for you to collect. 

 

 

mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:office@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk


 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16.01.2023 – 20.01.2023 
 
The Attendance Cup was won jointly by 2 Holly 
and 6 Hornbeam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20th January 2023  
 
George - Fir 
Meghan - Ash 
Antonio - Elm 
Callum - 1 Pine 
Joshua - 1 Lime 
James - 1 Willow 
Meliha - 2 Cedar 
Seraphina - 2 Beech 
Erin - 2 Holly 
Toby - 3 Hazel 
Ronnie - 3 Oak 
Logan - 3 Maple 
Michael - 4 Birch 
Brooke - 4 Rowan 
Regan - 4 Larch 
Florrie - 5 Alder 
Jude - 5 Aspen 
Emmy - 5 Hawthorn 
Luca - 6 Hornbeam 
Daisy - 6 Acacia 
Lennie - 6 Chestnut  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
23.01.2023 – 27.01.2023 
 
The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Chestnut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27th January 2023  
 
Addison - Fir 
Evie - Ash 
Maigon - Elm 
William - 1 Pine 
Tobias - 1 Lime 
Fletcher - 1 Willow 
Sienna - 2 Cedar 
Ivy - 2 Beech 
Grace - 2 Holly 
William - 3 Hazel 
Maddison - 3 Oak 
Blake - 3 Maple 
Jessica-Rose - 4 Birch 
Esme - 4 Rowan 
Paige - 4 Larch 
Elise - 5 Alder 
Holly - 5 Aspen 
Louie - 5 Hawthorn 
Kol - 6 Hornbeam 
Noah - 6 Acacia 
Lydon - 6 Chestnut  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday, 30th January 2023 Young Shakespeare Company for Year 5 and Year 6 

Tuesday, 31st January 2023 Year 1 and 2 Road Safety Workshop 

Thursday, 2nd February 2023 Year 1 visit to Valence House Museum 

Thursday, 2nd February 2023 Financial Skills for Life – Going Digital – Year 5 

W/b Monday, 6th February 2023 Children’s Mental Health Week 

Monday, 6th February 2023 Year 2 Trip to Upminster Park 

Monday, 6th February 2023 Online Safety Workshops 

Monday, 6th February 2023 The 2 Johns Online Safety Parental Workshop (via Zoom)  – 8pm 

Tuesday, 7th February 2023 Internet Safety Day 

Thursday, 9th February 2023 Financial Skills for Life – World of Work– Year6 

Friday, 10th February 2023 Ancient Greek Adventure Show – Year 5 

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023 HALF TERM 

Tuesday, 21st February 2023 Year 2 Parent SATs workshop 9:00-9:30am 

Wednesday, 22nd February 2023 Years 3/4 Sportshall Athletics (invitation only) 

Tuesday, 28th February 2023 Year 6 SATs Parental Workshop 9:00-9:45am 

Thursday, 2nd March 2023 World Book Day 

Friday, 3rd March 2023 PTA Event – Joey Ibiza Comedy Night 

Thursday, 9th March 2023 Year 4 visit to Upminster Baptist Church 

Friday, 17th March 2023 PTA Event - Mothers’ Day Sale 

Friday, 17th March 2023 Red Nose Day 

Thursday, 30th March 2023 PTA Event – Easter Egg Roll  

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023 EASTER BREAK 

Monday, 17th April 2023 INSET DAY 

Monday, 8th May 2023 BANK HOLIDAY FOR THE KING’S CORONATION 

Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023 HALF TERM 

Wednesday, 7th June 2023 Whole Class Photos 

Friday, 21st July 2023 Children break up for the summer holiday 
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The UK’s best parenting magazine is free for all carers, 
parents & grandparents- Enjoy! 

 

https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/docs/ff_winter2022_digital160123 

 

 

 

Like & follow us on 

  

We hope you enjoy it! 

 

Helping to build a healthier & happier future  

http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=1yTnbsaE6gepO3t4eLq1wr4AGasdrfS62HjC5K7p15KQ5p9OyyZxvTH8-1C4JnDvi4ldqbYyQ1xUr19ojimFBCPK_aLzIMiqMuk1VGbBt16JICEz1BlZ-fFRO3V_YytcBAcYULtD7WnBKRHlRXBMNMh2ETs6QdZCy2ARVKQpd3AYT-tUM6BAMSutkE6_OvbpehKqOxFbFN8dIgQ2XLrJik-aubutcGM6dXTWS3kFhaZVOd_Z0W7K-Vss21qRxo0kQwOQkmC-kVHDRaRjkizwhxO3z0hoGxn0OUcJ8JBGPjo9jnV4mAVY1TE4PCRtkkaka7X_oBIsUTzCG16kFBgAlA==
http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=K9Bp3-w_MpG4JBFan8d_JoYN0lGJHpAGljAD3CefggJ1H1AKMahfWxtmO3AnCIB4VEqUGR2nzNMWR189PpZxXYVi9ZriIGzGaz63TNTJeLJGVY6x9mPOn2VRJKg5wQn2TwHgUjcVFUM9hzvxpj_PlFViNkSstRidR3zqQhoD92WWx4Zz08oqeZ27xiXQeVI7UysNaNGoIQgYaUQpAPRTNld-oVqEjU5hXLnhaEdrQgN2kbSliiRNo7KgnV1TaRm2HxII5Fpo3IxIYiS0-1qwIh0tTAQ9BubfUlHvlcd0fFq_mj8bapr2pgkQLYQp71JF3CIFjhjKasq0zoUU6h8RQg==
http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=g2yNgypxGLRXi1PSWVFi5Q0nmE4ttxj0A080gs5T_0Z7Cn-LBCs82nfp-sSZC3fNygNzFJx33dstQvAd4IvUqtUr4-LYg8v6-7bvzIul2GwwCyvBtiE20EnyMWaleeUmWGSHHCgnx256lw0MVUUsdK8lUZZAUzNesJFOfX6gi5dnmCSi5jgo2PZ41cZWTTx35GGx3L6bQKi-PqsT2UUPW_-Lq6Z0HY_Jjwo0s-CSPA5rOdvMw2dxzRotncpshzAcnHrZLwRmob2yJ_3XJHltqUS4Vi1eNHHfUm6b3AyBUq8wltthSq4n5eEpbk3RSoYn

